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To the Members of 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


O.p-Time New ENGLAnp, the quarterly magazine published by the Society, is distributed 
gratis to its members. With a larger membership and consequent increase in income it will be 
possible to render a greater service by increasing the size of the magazine and adding to its 
pictorial features, and also by issuing six or more numbers each year. To bring this about the 
helpful assistance of members is needed to nominate for membership their friends and ac- 
quaintances, or, in fact, anyone who may be interested in the work of this Society and its 
illustrated magazine. If you will send us the names we will attend to all the details of corre- 
spondence. The membership of the Society is much smaller than it should be and the necessity 
for increase is very great. Your coOperation will be highly appreciated and for your conven- 
ience a nomination blank follows: 


Recommendation for Membership 
in The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 
Life Membership, $100; Active, $6; Associate, $3. 


To Mr. William Sumner Appleton, Corresponding Secretary 
141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 


I nominate ........... ee ee Le Pa ea ee aes 


ee stiaiinstinbadiniiiins ssiasiniliitniteaaiiia 
for Membership in the Society. 
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Name and address of Member. 
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Mahogany Weneered Secretary owned by Mirs. Chetwood Smith 


THE CUPBOARD DOORS OPEN TO SHELF SPACE ABOVE DRAWERS, FROM PHOTOGRAPH 
BY MR. CHETWOOD SMITH. 
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Levi Nelson Leland 
GZ Little Known New England Furniture Maker 


By Mrs. CHETWoOOoD SMITH 


Photographs by Mr. Chetwood Smith 


HE names of several furniture 

makers of early New England 

are known and their work iden- 
tified. There were doubtless others whose 
names have been lost in obscurity and 
whose work either remains anonymous, 
or is mistakenly attributed to other 
makers. There are still others, who are 
honored in local records, whose creations 
are authenticated and treasured by de- 
scendants and friends, but who have 
never received their full due in acknowl- 
edgement and esteem by the general pub- 
lic. 

To this latter class belongs Levi Nel- 
son Leland. 

He was of the sixth generation from 
Henry Leland, the founder of the 
American branch of the family, who was 
born in England in 1625, and who died 
in Sherbourne, Massachusetts, in 1680. 
The grandson of Henry, whose name was 
James, went in 1723 to the County of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, where he ac- 
quired a large tract of land, partly in the 
southwest corner of what was then the 
township of Hassanamisett, and partly in 





the adjoining town of Sutton. The name 
Hassanamisett was an Indian word, 
meaning: the “Place of Small Stones.” 
The district of Hassanamisett is now the 
township of Grafton. 

This part of the country, in the days of 
James Leland, was sparsely settled and 
largely uncultivated. Lovely rolling New 
England land it was, of fertile meadows 
lying half-awash amid small lakes and 
streams, along whose shores doubtless lay 
the “small stones,” and of upland slopes 
bordered by thick foliaged forests. James 
Leland chose his place of residence on 
the Eastern bank of a small 
stream, which flows near the present 
town of Grafton, and which was called 
“*Miscoe” after an Indian chief. 

The Leland family was important. Its 
members were respected and appointed 


river or 


to public offices, in a decorous communi- 
ty where all property holders were 
‘taxed for the support of the Gospil,”’ as 
an old record reads, and where every per- 
son was obliged by law to attend church. 
John Eliot, the great Apostle to the In- 
dians, had preached and labored in this 
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vineyard. He had formed here an estab- 
lishment of Praying Indians. 

But in spite of all this, the countryside 
was not always peaceful. The inevitable 
quarrels arose with the Indians over fish- 
ing and hunting rights, described in old 
“Fishing and Hunting rights 
together with Profits, Privileges and Ap- 
‘These 
included permission to dam streams for 
power to turn the humble mills of the 
pe ric rd . 

By the last decade of the eighteenth 
the Leland family had built a 
dam across the little Miscoe for their mill 
Kitts were Kitts 
were light wooden frames or boxes to hold 
It was natural that the Lelands 
should have gone into the manufacture 
of Kitts, because various members of the 


Grants as: 


purtenances thereto belonging.” 


century, 


where manufactured. 


shoes. 


family and connections by marriage, were 
from time to time eng raged i in the leather, 
and also the shoe, industry. 

The pond caused by the Kitt mill dam, 
stretches today as it has for nearly a hun- 
dred and fifty years, in lazy silvery rip- 
ples among rushes and blossoming grass- 
es and stiff small trees of alder and wil- 
“the Great Meadows,” 
first settlers called the swampy land bor- 
dering the Miscoe. 


low, across as the 


But unfortunately an Indian grave- 
yard had lain along the shores of the Mis- 
coe, and when the dam caused the waters 





of the small river to overflow the origi- 
nal banks, the graves were inundated. In- 
furiated at this desecration, the Indians by 
the mouth of an old crone cursed the dam 
and the mill which it served, cursed them 
for all time. When our cabinet maker’s 
father, himself another Levi, 
to the family property, this Indian male- 
diction seemed to be taking effect. For 
twice the Kitt mill burned to the ground. 

Whether the Indian curse alone was 
whether the Indians took 
a more active part in the two destructions 
of the Kitt mill, 
explain. One cryptically notes that the 
cause of fire on one occasion was: 
But the courage 
and energy of the Lelands were unabated, 
built their 


succeeded 


responsible, or 
the old records do not 


cc. 
spon- 
. ; 
taneous combustion.’ 


and for the third time they 
mill. 

By this time Levi Nelson Leland was 
his father in the business. He had 
. At the 
age of twenty he married . Experience 


assisting 
been born on September 14, 1807 


Taft, a member of another prominent 
family of the countryside. Among the de- 
scendants of the Taft family, William 
Howard Taft, the twenty-seventh Presi- 
dent of the United States, was one of the 
most distinguished. 

Gradually a small settlement had 
sprung up around the Leland establish- 
ment of homestead and mill, which to this 
day is called Kittville. Naturally its prin- 
cipal street was, and is, Leland Street. 

Leland Street crosses the Miscoe be- 
side the dam and continues east beyond 
where the present state road of our era 
leaves it, to continue southward down the 
valley. Mounting a sharply rising hill, Le- 
land Street becomes once more the wend: 
ing dirt road of its youth. Nearly at the 
top of the slope stands the white clap- 
boarded house in which Levi Nelson Le- 
land lived his entire life through. It is an 
appealing old place, very typical of early 
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New England, in the dignity of its archi- 
tecture, the serenity of its seclusion, and 
the beauty of its trees—now, alas, sadly 
decimated by the hurricane of 1938. Here 
Levi and Experience passed their busy, 
peaceful lives and here seven children 
were born to them. 

Without doubt it was Levi Nelson Le- 
land’s vocation of manufacturing wooden 
Kitts, that developed his avocation of 
furniture making. In his business, he of 
necessity must have learned the proper- 
ties of various kinds of woods. He must 
have studied their qualities, coming to 
recognize which kind was best suited to 
which board or block or strip, and pre- 
dicting with exactness the reactions to 
strain and weight and weather. Even the 
feel of the varying grains in the woods 
under his sensitive fingers must have led 
him to desire a further and more compre- 
hensive development of their possibilities 
and latent potentialities. 

There is a long, low workshopattached 
to the old house. It was in this workshop, 
on winter evenings and early summer 
dawns, and on days when the mill wheel 
was silent, that Levi must have wrought 
the beautiful articles of furniture which he 
is known to have made with his own 
hands. Cupboards line the walls of the 
workshop, the unpainted wood of their 
doors and shelves worn down by Time to 
a patina that is smooth to the touch, and 
of soft brown tints, streaked with pear] 
and dull greys. On one side the twenty- 
paned windows look out under great 
maples onto Leland Street, across from 
which the further curve of the hill lifts 
itself to hang closely above the house. On 
the other, or western side, there is a sud- 
den fall of ground, some fifty feet, to the 
meadows of a narrow valley. Here the 
Miscoe drifts away from its pond and 
dam, to meander in twisting bands that 
gleam sometimes with silver ripples from 
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Furniture Maker’s Label 


those small-paned windows, and some- 
times loom in shadowed purple. The lit- 
tle valley is flanked by rather somber look- 
ing hills behind which Experience doubt- 
less watched the light fade every dusk of 
her life. Surely she must have turned with 
pleasure to the comfort and homelike 
beauty of the capacious family fireplace. 
There are treasured by the direct de- 
scendants of Levi Nelson Leland several 
pieces of furniture which are known to 
have been made by him. All of them show 
careful craftsmanship, the kind of crafts- 
manship that springs from a love of the 
specialized work and a definite proficien- 
cy in its management and accomplish- 
ment. One of these is a beautiful ma- 
hogany bureau, with knobs of Cambridge 
glass. Then there are chairs. An armed 
Windsor of gracious shape; also two side 
Windsors that are painted in what tradi- 
tion declares to be the color of their origi- 
nal coat of paint. Also a small table with 
snake feet. The only signed piece of furni- 
ture known to the family is a secretary 
owned by the author, of which an illus- 
tration is shown herewith. The term 
“signed” means a piece of furniture in the 
interior of which—or in the case of a chair, 
or a table with no drawers, on the bottom 
of which—was pasted a label carrying the 
maker’s name and address, and often a 
small advertisement of his work. This 
secretary is just under five feet in height 
and a little more than three feet in width. 











30 Old-Time New England 





The author can state, from happy ex- 
perience, that never did a secretary hold 
so much and never was there one on 
whose folding shelf it was so comfortable 
to write. It is of mahogany veneer, on 
pine, the veneering most skillfully and 
neatly done. ‘The interior shows the pine. 
The entire piece of furniture has gra- 
cious, quaint lines. ‘The scroll top is in the 
form of two cyma curves, the word cyma 
meaning that which is swelling or wave- 
like in form, and has three charming brass 
ornaments. Ihe three large drawers have 
Cambridge glass handles, and the two 
small drawers have wooden knobs. 


And in the top drawer is pasted the 
paper label, faded and yellow now, on 
which is printed the following inscription, 
enclosed in an oblong of tiny fanciful 
leaves:— 

“Cabinet Furniture 
Levi.N.Leland 
In Grafton. 

Informs his Friends and the Public 

in general, that he will furnish them 

with all kinds of Cabinet Furniture, 
of the neatest workmanship, and 
newest style, at fair prices. Also— 

A good assortment of Kitchen and 

Dining Chairs, of various qualities.” 


Some Early American Cooking Receipts 


“By an American Orphan.” Printed at Walpole, N. H. in 1812 


VERY old ‘Cookery Book”’ hav- 
ing come into the Society’s pos- 
session, it may be a matter of some 

interest—if only, perhaps, one of curiosity 
—to some of our readers to learn how the 
viands available to our ancestors of a hun- 
dred and thirty-five years ago were pre- 
pared for their meals. A few examples 
have been selected, and set in the old style 
type in which they appear in this booklet. 


For Dreffing Codfifh 
Put the fifh firft into cold water and 
wath it, then hang it over the fire and 
foak it fix hours in {calding water. then 
fhift it into clean warm water, and let 
it {cald for one hour, it will be much bet- 
ter than to boil. 


Chowder 
Take a bafs weighing four pounds, 
boil half an hour; take fix flices raw falt 
pork, fry them till the lard is nearly ex- 
tracted, one dozen crackers foaked in 
cold water five minutes; put the bafs into 
the lard, alfo the pieces of pork and 


crackers, cover clofe and fry for twenty 


minutes; ferve with potatoes, pickles, 
apple fauce or mangoes; garnifh with 
green parfley. 
A Sea Pie 

Four pounds Flour, one and a half 
pound butter rolled in pafte, wet with 
cold water, line the pot therewith, lay in 
{plit pigeons one dozen, with flices of 
pork, falt, pepper, and duft on flour, do- 
ing thus till the pot is full or your ingredi- 
ents expended add three pints water, cover 
tight with paite, and {tew moderately 
two and half hours. 

Potato Pie 

Scald one quart milk, grate in four 
large potatoes while the milk is hot, when 
cold add four eggs well beaten, four 
ounces butter, {pice and fweeten to your 
tafte, lay in pafte No. 7*, bake half an 
hour. 

A tafty Indian pudding 

No. 1. Three pints fcalded milk, feven 
{poons fine indian meal, {tir well together 
while hot, let{tand till cooled ; add four 
eggs, half pound butter. {pice and fugar— 
bake four hours. 
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No. 2. Three pints fcalded milk, to one 
pint meal falted; cool, add two eggs, four 
ounces butter, fugar or molaffes and 
fpice fuficient: it will require two and 
half hours baking. 

No. 3. Salt a pint meal, wet with one 
quart milk, {weeten and put into a {trong 
cloth, brafs or bell metal veffel, ftone 
or earthen pot, fecure from wet and boil 
twelve hours. 


Johnny cake, or hoe cake 

Scald one pint of milk and put three 
pints of Indian meal, and half pint of 
flour—bake before the fire. Or fcald with 
milk two thirds of the Indian meal, or 
wet two thirds with boiling water, add 
falt, molaffes, and fhortening, work up 
with cold water pretty {tiff, and bake as 
above. 

Indian flapjack 

One quart milk, one pint of Indian 
meal, four eggs, four {poons of flour, lit- 
tle falt, beat together, baked on griddles, 
or fry in a dry pan, or baked in a pan 
which has been rubbed with fuet, lard or 
butter. 

The little book contains only one 
receipt for a home made beer, and here it 


1S3— 


For brewing f{pruce beer 
‘Take four ounces hops, boil half an 
hour, in one gallon water, {train it, then 
add fixteen gallons warm water, two gal- 
lons molaffes, eight ounces effence 
{pruce diffolved in one quart water, put 
it in a clean cafk, fhake it well together, 
add half pint emptins, let it ftand and 
work one week, if very warm weather 
lefs time will-do, when drawn off add one 
{poonful molaffes to each bottle. 
There are a number of receipts for 
Syllabubs, and these are two of them.— 


To make a fine fyllabub from the cow 


Sweeten a quart of cyder with double 


refined fugar, grate nutmeg into it, then 
milk your cow into the liquor, when you 
have thus added what quantity of milk 
you think proper, pour half a pint or more, 
in proportion to the quantity of fyllabub 
you make, of the fweeteft cream you can 
get all over it. 
A trifle 

Fill a difh with bifcuit finely broken, 
rufk and fpiced cake, wet with wine, 
then pour a good boiled cuftard (not too 
thick) over the rufk, and put a fyllabub 
over that; garnifh with jelly and flowers. 


Lo {mother a Fowl in Oy fters 

Gill the bird with dry oy{ters and few 
up and boil in water juft fufficient to 
cover the bird, falt and feafon to your 
tafte; when done tender, put it into a 
deep difh and pour over it a pint of 
{tewed oyiters, well buttered and pep- 
pered, garnifh a turkey with {prigs of 
parfley or leaves of cellery: a fowl is beft 
with a parfley fauce. 


Ob fervations 

All meat pies require a hotter and 
brisker oven than fruit pies; in good cook- 
eries all raifins fhould be ftoned. As peo- 
ple differ in their taftes, they may alter 
to their wifhes. And as it is difficult to 
afcertain with precifion the {mall 
articles of {picery; every one may relifh 
as they like and fuit their tafte. 

N.B. A bowl containing two quarts, 
filled with water, and fet into the oven 
prevents any article from being fcorched, 
fuch as cakes, pies and the like. 


*A pafte for fweet meats 

No. 7. Rub one third of one pound of 
butter, and one pound of lard into two 
pound of flour, wet with four whites, well 
beaten; water as much as neceffary: to 
make a paste roll in the refidue of fhort- 
ening in ten or twelve rollings—bake 
quick. 
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Mr. WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 


March 1, 1945 to March 1, 1946 


‘To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION 
oF New ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES: 


I have the honor to present my Thirty- 
sixth Annual Report as Corresponding 
Secretary and Real Estate Manager cov- 
ering the year March 1, 1945 to March 
1, 1946. . 

As always in the past, the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, as manager of the Society’s 
real estate, reports first the additions of 
the past year, and following that, on the 
Society's various properties, in the order 
of their acquisition. There have been 
two accessions, as listed below. 


47. The Roger Preston-Reginald Fos- 
ter House, ca. 1640, Ipswich, Mass. 
The date of the acquisition of the Regi- 

nald Foster house was January 13, 1944; 

the price was $700, and the grantors 

“the inhabitants of Ipswich” 

through their Board of Selectmen. The 

only reason this acquisition was not re- 


were 


ported at the time was because the pur- 
chase was made by the use of the Society "s 
Emergency Fund, about which certain 
restrictions center. By June 1946 it was 
evident that the 

: ae ihe sar® 
permanently in the Society’s list of acces- 


house was to remain 
sions, so that it can safely now be included 
and given its proper numerical sequence, 

Reginald Foster was born in Brunton, 
England, about 1595, and with wife 
Judith, five sons and two daughters, ar- 
rived in Ipswich, Massachusetts, about 
1638, in the forty-third year of his age. 
He had a grant of land in Ipswich in 1641 
not far from the site of his later residence, 


and there, doubtless as soon as possible, 


“_* 
,- 


built a house in which he lived for about 
sixteen or seventeen years, but this older 
first house was destroyed about 1860. In 
1657-1658, in about the sixty-second 
year of his age, Reginald bought of Roger 
Preston for fifty pounds a lot of land with 
dwelling house, barns and other build- 
ings on the north side of the Ipswich 
River. This lot had first been granted to 
John Gage, one of the original seven set- 
tlers, who sold it to Roger Preston, build- 
er of the house. It was about eighty vards 
to the east of Reginald’s first house and 
there he spent the last eighteen years of 
his life. In 1664 his wife, Judith, died 
and the next year he married Sarah Mar- 
tin of Ipswich. Reginald Foster died in 
1681, his widow, Sarah, surviving him 
by only a year or two, the date of her 
death being given as about 1682-1682. 
His will mentions wife, Sarah; 
Abraham, Renold, Isaac, Jacob and Wil- 
liam; and daughters, Sarah (m. William 
Story); Mary (m. Francis Peabody); 


SOTIS, 


and granddaughter, Hannah Story. ‘The 
older house, from which he had moved 
eighteen years before and which seems 
to have stood nearby to the west, was 
1641-1642. At all 
events the easterly part of that older house 


probably built in 
was a heap of ruins before its final re- 
moval, about 1860. Reginald Foster may 
have lived in the first house some sixteen 
or seventeen years, as against eighteen in 
the newer or present house, still stand. 
ing, now owned by our Society, and 
the subject of these paragraphs. 
Concerning this 
structural evidence shows that it was, at 


present house the 


the time of erection, a building of one 
room downstairs and one room upstairs. 
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Just when the house was extended by add- 
ing a leanto, and a room to the west of the 
chimney, 1s uncertain, but one or both of 
these features may well have been built 
by Reginald Foster himself, after whose 
death there soon followed such a division 
of the title to the house as was common 
at that time, one member of the family 
taking the older eastern half and another 
the newer western half. At all events, 
one-half remained in the Foster family for 
a veneration or two, and the other for 
two or three generations. Who were the 
later owners after the Fosters need noi 
concern us here, for the house makes its 
ereat appeal to all descendants of Regi- 
nald Foster as having been his residence 
for the last eighteen years of his life, as 
well as that of several generations of his 
descendants after him. 

[t is a substantial structure with heavy 
oak framing, and the steep roof with ver- 
tical boarding characteristic of the older 
houses of the period. It is expected that a 
final report on the house and its exten- 
sive repair and restoration will appear in 
the writer’s next annual report. Suffice it 
to say that the custodians are Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard von Suck. He is an artist, 
who will make his studio in the modern 
Structure connected with the house, but 
really a separate building at the rear. 
Meanwhile, the newer half of the house 
becomes his residence. The entire building 
will, however, be open to the public as a 
historic monument, or period house mu- 
scum, and as fast as circumstances permit 
the two rooms in the original or older 
part will be fitted in the style of the period 
with old oak furniture. As such furniture 
is rare and accordingly expensive, the co- 
operation of members of the Foster fam- 
ily is solicited in order to help secure it. 

Although a final accounting of the 
costs of saving the Foster house cannot be 
made at the present time, members of the 


Society and Foster descendants should be 
informed of a serious misfortune met by 
the Society, the family, and the house. 
‘The most interested member of the Fos- 
ter family, and the one on whose promise 
of help the Board of ‘Trustees proceeded 
to buy and to start repairs, was Dr. 
George Sanford Foster who, on_ the 
declaration of the second World War, 
entered the Navy with the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-Commander. He had _ promised 
that on his return from the war he would 
himself finance the acquisition and restor- 
ation of the family’s ancestral home. 
When the time for repairs and restoration 
arrived it was found impossible to contact 
Dr. Foster in Europe. However, repairs 
being absolutely imperative, since the 
town threatened to remove the empty 
house as a fire menace, work on the 
house was begun and soon well under 
way, while efforts continued to contact 
the doctor. All these efforts failed and it 
was not until some time later that the 
reason why became apparent, informa- 
tion finally reaching the Society that the 
Doctor had been taken ill in Germany 
and had died there. Unfortunately, it had 
not occurred to the Society to insure his 
life, nor did the doctor write in his will 
any provision to finance the old Foster 
house. So the bottom dropped out of our 
plan for financing and the whole propo- 
sition might possibly have been dropped, 
had not commitments already been made 
with Mr. von Suck and with the Ipswich 
Savings Bank, involving the vigorous 
prosecution of the work of repair and res- 
toration., Just how much the Society will 
be in debt on account of this house cannot 
at the moment be reported, but enough 
is known to make it certain that sub- 
stantial contributions from many mem- 
bers of the family will be needed in order 
to recoup the Society its costs abov Cc the 
mortgage for the saving of this oldest re- 
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maining Foster house in the Reginald 
Foster line. 

The writer begs to be judged leniently 
by those who may discover inaccuracies 
in this account of the Foster family and 
house for he has made no original inves- 
tigations but has had to depend entirely 
on the researches of others. 

It would be most desirable that the 
exact history of the title to this house and 
lot should be exhaustively examined and 
reported by a most competent convey- 
ancer. For the security of this Society’s 
title this was not necessary, but for a com- 
plete family history it would be essential. 
The cost alone, about $100, stands 
in the way of this being done, but per- 
haps some descendant may wish to make 
this his present to the family and to our 
Society. 


50. Merrell’s Tavern, 1760-1830, South 

Lee, Massachusetts. 

A History of the Town of Lee, Massa- 
chusetts by Rev. Amory Gale, Lee, 1854, 
opens on page three of Chapter One, 
“Origin and General History,” as fol- 
lows: 

Less than one hundred years since the ter- 
ritory now included in this town was a howling 
wilderness. With the exception of a few fami- 
lies of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians cultivat- 
ing small patches upon the banks of the Housa- 


tonic nature in all her 
reigned supreme. 


solemn wilderness 

The Lee Centennial History, Spring- 
. eee + «Pp 
field, 1878, pages 319-321, under “Pub- 
“ > 
lic Houses,” states as follows: 

South Lee also, for a long time, had two 
hotels; one kept by William Morrill and the 
other by Nathaniel Tremain. Besides the above, 
the houses now owned by ® Foote and Ja red 
Bradley were used as public houses early in 
the present century. 

The made a search 
through all the volumes on Lee and 
South Lee to be found in the Library of 


writer careful 


the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, and could find nothing more in 
any way bearing on the Tavern at South 
Lee, which the Society, on December 17, 
1945, received as the very generous gift 
of Miss Mabel Choate, of New York and 
Stockbridge. We had already received 
title to securities of a value of $5,000, in 
order to start an endowment fund for the 
upkeep of this Inn. The Society is even- 
tually to receive from Miss Choate, by 
will, an additional $5,000, so making a 
total endowment fund of $10,000. 

Perhaps as good a picture of the gen- 
eral background as can now be found can 
be supplied by quoting a few paragraphs 
from a letter by Mr. Fletcher Steele of 
October 12, 1942. 


The South Lee Tavern lies on the shortest 
route from Jacob’s Ladder to the west; an easy 
day’s travel by carriage from Old Chatham in 
New York State, which, in turn, is a day’s 
travel from Albany. It was built early in the 
nineteenth century. 

Location, architectural style, plan and gen- 
eral character indicate that it is the link be- 
New England and the hinterlands of 
America, to which travel much en- 
couraged by construction of the Erie Canal. 
(About 1825.) 

The South Lee Tavern has a similar bulk, 
double gallery across the front, arrangement 
of inner rooms including ballroom on the third 
story; similar scale and detail to that of the 
whole series of taverns that were built 
temporaneously all along the Erie Canal as far 
as Buftalo. Together with a few buildings in 
West Stockbridge, it probably marks the east- 
ward end of the influence of the “Erie Canal” 
style on New England. And the story and a 
half wing at the rear suggests a still earlier type 
of New York State building with its low sloping 


tween 


was 


con- 


roof curving out to cover a narrow verandah. 
Yet much of the wood detail is more like New 
England than New York. 

This detail, in fact, is interesting in the his- 
tory of American architecture as showing the 
eradual loss of scholarship and sense of fine 
proportion after colonial times in remote vil- 
lages. 


But even if the buildings lack Colonial ex- 













iC- 
of 
n- 


il. 


? 
nt 
rd 


1S 
the 
ine 


il- 











Report of the Corresponding Secretary 











ice a 


- MERRELL’S- TAVERN: PLoT-PLAN-SOUTH-LEE+MASS:- 


- Meadow-to-the. 
- Housatonic - River + 





‘Kitchen: 
Yard: 














| 

7 

' 

: ire Scale . 
el 











| - Fletcher. Steele. Landscape -Architect- 





. Highway: 


October-1944- | 





cellence or the moderate splendor of the suc- 
ceeding Bulfinch era, it is compensated with no 
little charm. Few buildings are more pleasantly 
situated, on a quiet street in a valley of the 
Berkshires, with land running back to the 
Housatonic River. 

The fabric is in fairly good condition and 
requires, I gather, but little repair to prevent 
deterioration. Furthermore, it has suffered ex- 
ceptionally little structural change since first 
built. The tap-room, for instance, is intact. Con- 
sequently but little restoration is necessary or 
desirable. 


At the time of the gift the Inn was re- 
ferred to as having been built in 1760, 
a date hard to reconcile with the “howling 
wilderness” of 1754 in Mr. Gale’s his- 
tory. Moreover, the front part of the Inn 
gives the gener ral impression of having 
been built in the early nineteenth cen- 
tury. 

The Centennial History mentioning a 
hospice kept by William Morrill in 1878, 


refers, doubtless, to the same building. 


Our modern spelling would tend to give 
the owner’s name as Merrill. An unusual 
old signboard now kept inside the Tavern 
spells the name “Merrell,” whereas this 
Centennial History refers to a tavern kept 
by William Morrill. Probably each was 
correct usage by certain individuals at cer- 
tain times, and that is all we shall know 
about it, but for the Society’s purposes, 
Merrell’s ‘Tavern is as good a name as 
any. It is noteworthy that the date of the 
Centennial, 1878, would carry the date 
of the establishment of the town to 1778, 
or eighteen years later than the date given 
us for the erection of the Tavern, and it 
seems scarcely likely that at any date as 

early as 17 78 so elaborate a structure as 
the front portion of Merrell’s ‘Tavern 
should have been found then standing, 
while the unpretentious building that has 
now become the rear ell might then have 
answered the ruder needs of that more 
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rustic period. However, a detailed title 
search would be necessary in order to 
secure further authoritative data on the 
subject. 

It was in 1925 that Miss Mabel Choate 
acquired Merrell’s ‘Tavern, being so 
much attracted to it as an ancient land- 
mark as to wish to protect its future and 
so prevent any spoilation or undue mod- 
ernization. She has held the Inn since 
then for almost twenty years and now, 
wishing further to insure the continued 
preservation of the property, has placed 
it in the hands of our Society, after first 
placing it in excellent repair. This is in- 
deed a welcome move on her part, for 
considering the importance of the village 
Inn in old New England life, our So- 
ciety holds far too few of them; although 
our very first property was the IIlsley 
Tavern in Newbury, now better known 
as the Swett-Illsley House. Merrell’s 
Tavern is also particularly welcome as be- 
ing an imposing structure of large size 
containing two features of outstanding 
interest and merit, namely, the later 
added ballroom extending from end to 
end of the building on the third floor, and 
the old bar upon the ground floor. Either 
feature would be sufficient to stamp the 
structure as one of outstanding merit, and 
the combination of the two is pleasing in- 
deed,—neither being found, for instance, 
in our I]lsley Tavern. 

For us of the present generation it is 
probably easier to appreciate the value to 
the community of such an inn as Merrell’s 
Tavern, for in these days of cross-coun- 
try automobiling we are closer to the 
cross-country stagecoach days than were 
the two generations immediately preced- 
ing ours, depending as they did on rail- 
road trains and city hotels. ‘The pre-rail- 
road tavern or inn was essentially of the 


countryside, offering urgently needed ac- 


commodation to whomsoever the stage- 
coach or gig might bring to its doors. It 
had to combine means of transportation 
together with means of accommodation, 
not so essential in the days of the railroad, 
but rapidly returning in these days of au- 
tomobile travel. Just as we find a garage 
in close connection with present country 
inn or summer hotel, so did the old coach- 
ing days require of the inn accommoda- 
tion not only for man but also for horse 
and vehicle. It is as a record of this de- 
parted time that makes so interesting th« 
plan of the Merrell ‘Tavern property that 
has been carefully rescued from oblivion 
by Mr. Fletcher Steele in behalf of Miss 
Mabel Choate. With their permission we 
are glad to reproduce this plan, which 
shows the locations and sizes of the former 
buildings surrounding the inn, which are 
now marked upon the site by slightly 
building up the old stone foundations 
enough to make a low wall. 

While not one of these outlying build- 
ings has survived the vicissitudes of time, 
such structures having almost univer- 
sally disappeared all over New England, 
we venture to hope that, as the years go 
by, our Society may one way or another, 
be so fortunate as to be able to recon- 
struct these old surrounding out-build- 
ings. How greatly it would add to the in- 
terest of the Tavern could we but re- 
produce the old stable and coach house, 
with their accommodations for many 
horses and at the same time exhibit there 
an old-fashioned coach and perhaps a one- 
horse shay, an ancient carryall and other 
old-time vehicles. Whether or not any- 
thing of this kind lies ahead for us we 
know not, but at all events it is pleasant 
to let the imagination wander and so to 
indulge in the hope. At all events, the So- 
ciety is eternally grateful to Miss Choate 
for her generous gift of the “Tavern and 











O- 
itc 
nd 











Report of the Corresponding Secretary 








eS 


Merrell’s Tavern, 1760-1830, South Lee, Massachusetts 


for the first part of its endowment. We 
are also most grateful for the extensive 
repairs which Miss Choate had made at 
her own expense just before deeding us 
the Tavern. 

Her own great interest in New Eng- 
land’s antiquities is probably known to 
all, for it was through her that the old 
Mission House, in the adjoining town of 
Stockbridge, was moved from an inac- 
cessible country site to the safer and more 
easily reached location in the village 
where it stands today. The memorial 
which Miss Choate has at her own ex- 
pense there established, is one of the out- 
standing antiquarian monuments of the 
whole country, a museum period house 
equalled by few and surpassed by none. If 
we are even distantly to emulate at Mer- 
rell’s ‘Tavern what Miss Choate has done 
at the Mission House we have indeed a 





task ahead of us. However, time works 
in our favor, for as it has taken Miss 
Choate a quarter of a century to bring the 
Mission House to !ts present outstanding 
condition of perfection, so we may hope 
in the course of another quarter century 
to bring Merreil’s Tavern to a position 
somewhat corresponding to that of the 
Mission House. Such must at least be our 
ambition, and toward it we must give our 
best efforts. 

A report on the first year of the Tavern 
in our hands for the summer of 1946 will 
appear in the 1947 annual report. 


1. Swett-Illsley House, before 1670, 4-6 
High Road, Newbury, Massachusetts 


Our tenant continues to be Miss Lilian 
J. Franklin, operating here a tea room 
under the name of “Four High Road, 
The Swett-Illsley house.” The reputa- 
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tion of this tea room is of the best, and it 
can be recommended to everybody, but 
reservations should be made as far as pos- 
sible in advance—telephone Newbury- 
port 1540. The condition of the house as 
a whole continues to be fair, but money 
should be spent on it, and money is ex- 
actly what this house lacks. The northern 
end of the house is in more immediate 
need of attention than any other part, and 
the whole exterior needs repainting, while 
the condition of the two sheds is deplor- 


able. 


2. Samuel Fowler House, 1810, Corner 
High & Liberty Streets, Danversport, 
Massachusetts 


Mr. and Mrs. Danforth continue as 
custodians. They keep the rooms in good 
condition, but the income 1s insufficient 
for the proper maintenance of the house. 
Fortunately, major repairs were made 
just before the war, but now the property 
is again beginning to require attention. A 
change in custodians is contemplated, 
much to the Society’s financial benefit. 


3. Cooper-Frost-Austin House, 1657, 
Linnaean Street, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts 
The house is open Thursdays from 

2:00 to 4:00 P.M., and is occupied by 

Mrs. Prescott Warren, or those whom 

she appoints to represent her. Minor re- 

pairs only are here required and the prop- 
erty is well kept up. 


4. “Scotch”-Boardman House, 1651, 61- 
67 Howard Street, Saugus, Massa- 
chusetts 
Even in its present primitive condition, 

and perhaps largely as a result of this, the 

“Scotch” house continues to be a favorite 

with discerning antiquarians. It is badly 

in need of reshingling but it would be well 
if this could be combined with the restora- 





tion of the front gables, which disap- 
peared before the memory of anyone now 
living. We have a few dollars available 
for this work, but no more; and the 
house is badly in need of endowment. 





5: Laws House, about 1800, Route 123, 
New Ipswich Road, Sharon, New 
Hampshire 


Mr. William L. Young has become the 
new custodian. By agreement he takes 
over the property for ten years, during 
which time lie will pay the cost of all re- 
pairs, renovations and upkeep, and in ad- 
dition will contribute one hundred dol- 
lars annually for these ten years toward 
an endowment fund for this property. 

The property will be the home of the 
Sharon Arts Center, a newly organized 
corporation, established to provide in- 
struction and facilities for the study and 
practice of the fine arts and of hand- 
crafts. 

‘The Laws House is now used as the 
home of Mr. Kenneth Jewett, the resi- 
dent director of the Center. For this pur- 
pose it has been repaired and restored and 
a modern bathroom has been added. 

‘The barn has, for the first time, been 
put in repair and has been arranged and 
partitioned to provide suitable work space 
for classes and projects in the field of arts 
and crafts. ‘There are four workrooms, 
two lavatories, a kitchen, two store-rooms 
and a large fireplace. Electric floor plugs 
have been put into the house and fluores- 
cent lighting in the barn. 

From Mr. Henry C. Eaton, of Peter- 
borough and ‘Temple, the Society has re- 
ceived the gift of an unusually large barn 
built in three distinct sections. ‘This gift is 
conditioned upon the removal of the 
barn from Mr. Eaton’s property in Tem- 
ple and its reconstruction on our Laws 
house property. Mr. Young will assume 
the cost of this construction and will un- 
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dertake to carry it out as soon as govern- 
ment restrictions and priorities will per- 
mit. Ihe barn will be used for additional 
work space for the Arts Center and for 
exhibitions and storage of suitable and in- 
teresting properties owned by either the 
Society or the Center. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis House, 1795, 141 
Cambridge Street, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts 


The furnishing of the Otis house is 
largely in the hands of a committee con- 
sisting of Miss Frances G. Curtis, chair- 
man, assisted by Mrs. Henry G. Vaughan, 
Mrs. Bertram K. Little, Mrs. Henry 
Lyman, Mrs. Roger Warner and Mrs. 
Edward R. Warren. ‘To date, the prin- 
cipal improvement has been the hanging 
of some early Victorian window curtains, 
not inappropriate to the two rooms in 
which they are displayed. Unluckily, these 
suffice for only three windows, whereas 
each room has four. There are still five 
more rooms requiring curtains: two bed- 
rooms, each with three windows; the 
master’s bedroom and the dining room, 
each with four windows; and the card 
room, one window. Members are re- 
quested to be on the lookout for appro- 
priate curtains which could be acquired 
as gifts. 

The Board of Trustees has voted to 
apply to the upkeep of the Otis house the 
income of half of the endowment fund to 
be received by the bequest of our late 
member, Miss Mary Bell Willson of 
Manchester, New Hampshire. As this 
half is not expected to exceed $700, the 
house will still be far short of the amount 
required for its proper upkeep. 

The furnishing of the Otis house al- 
ways brings out the fundamental differ- 
ence of opinion between those liking 
rooms sparsely furnished, and those lik- 
ing them fully furnished. To date, the 


idea in furnishing the house has been to 
have it look as it might be expected to ap- 
pear as the result of continued occupa- 
tion by one family over a period of 150 
years. In that time there would naturally 
be a great accumulation of material, but 
with the gradual elimination of less good 
pieces, and their replacement by better, 
the standard remains high. An effort has 
been made to concentrate on pieces dating 
from a few years before the erection of 
the house, to about 70 years later. While 
this ideal has not been strictly lived up to, 
it has been fairly closely approximated. 

The structure of the Otis house re- 
mains sound and its roof tight, but win- 
dow frames and sash are badly in need of 
attention. The care of the house is short 
of what it should be. Great difficulties 
have been encountered in securing and 
retaining cleaning women and helpers of 
all kinds. While a larger expenditure 
would probably correct these evils, a 
large expense is the very thing we are 
least able to assume at the present time. 
In short, this is one of the houses which 
should be much more amply endowed. 

The number of paying visitors has 
shown an increase over the recent war 
years. The Doll Collectors of America, 
Inc., meets here occasionally, and the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association holds 
here its annual meeting. 


7. Eleazer Arnold House, 1687, Sabra 
Arnold Memorial, Great Road, Lin- 
coln, Rhode Island 


The Arnold house continues to mark 
time and hold its own, and it is hoped 
soon to pay off the mortgage of $S8oo, SO 
saving the interest payments. The custo- 
dian, Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins, lives in the 
Croade house, immediately behind the 
Arnold, and is available to show the 
property on Saturday afternoons. More 
endowment ts the great need. 
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8. Quincy Memorial, Litchfield, Con- 

necticut 

The Quincy Memorial consists of a 
residence built in 1904, devised to our So- 
ciety in the hope that specified public uses 
of an antiquarian-educational nature 
could there be carried on. The fulfill- 
ment of this hope proved impractical and 
the house continues to be administered by 
a committee representing the Society and 
the Litchfield Historical Society, and .oc- 
cupied by a tenant subject to the limita- 
tions outlined in the will of Miss Mary 
Perkins Quincy. The house and grounds 
are in perfect condition but closed to 
visitors. 


g. Conant House, 1720, Lunenberg 
Road, Townsend Harbor, Massachu- 
setts 


Of the Conant house, our Society holds 
the reversion after one life. Meanwhile, 
it continues to be occupied and maintained 
by the Mrs. Leslie T. Stow. 
Visitors are admitted at Mrs. Stow’s con- 
venience and only by previous appoint- 


owner, 


ment. 


10. Abraham Browne, Jr., House, ca. 
1698, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Massachusetts 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Burnham 
continue as custodians of this excellent 
property, in the administration of which 
the Society is handicapped by a mortgage 
of $4,000—and practically no endow- 
ment. It is one of the very best examples 
of its period and worthy of larger finan- 
cial support. A seventeenth-century bed, 
chest and chest of drawers are needed for 
the bedroom. 


11. Jackson House, 1664, Christian 
Shore, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 


The care of the Jackson house has now 
been placed in the hands of Mr.and Mrs. 


Harry M. S. Harlow who, during th 
summer season, use one room for the dis- 
play and sale of picture post cards and 
photographs of rare merit. Mrs. Harlow 
wears a costume appropriate to the seven- 
teenth century, and the entire premises 
now have continual oversight and sym- 
pathetic care. What the house needs is en- 
dowment and simple seventeenth-century 
furniture of the appropriate and less cost- 
ly kind. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that 
this house was never a thing of beauty in 
Its fittings, for a scrap of paper uncovered 
in one of the chambers is worthy of the 
very finest eighteenth-century houses, 
whereas surviving scraps of evidenc 
prove that the chimney breast in the lower 
right-hand room must have been one of 
the most interesting examples of seven- 
teenth-century paneling in Portsmouth. 
The lack of any endowment makes this 
property difficult to administer. 


12. Richard Derby’s McIntire-designed 
barn, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Massachusetts 
This example of McIntire’s skill in de- 

signing stands on the grounds of the 
Abraham Browne house, to which it was 
removed for re-erection as a place of 
storage. For this purpose it is extreme] 
useful, but much more could have been 
done both for and with it had we but an 
endowment to help in its maintenance— 
this being one of our possessions having 
not so much as a cent of endowment. 


13. Chaplin-Clark House, 1671, Brad- 
ford Street, Rowley, Massachusetts 


Mrs. Katherine Marshall 


as our custodian. The property has a tiny 


continues 


endowment, barely sufficient to keep it 
out of the red. The*barn now standing 1s 
not worth repairing and will presently 
be removed, what material can be sal- 
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vaged being used for the erection of a 
garage and for repairs elsewhere. 


14. Richard Derby House, 1761, Derby 

Street, Salem, Massachusetts 

As stated in previous reports, the Rich- 
ard Derby house is no longer ours, having 
been presented by our Society to the 
United States. It is well operated and 
maintained by the National Park Service 
of the United States Department of the 
Interior as part of the Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site and is well worth 
a visit. Much of the contents still belong 
to our Society, and much more has been 
most generously contributed as a gift by 
Mrs. Francis B. Crowninshield. 

Itisa pleasure to report that at the con- 
clusion of hostilities, Mr. Edwin W. 
Small returned as Superintendent of this 
National Historic Site, which he so ably 
administered before the war. 


15. Crocker Tavern, 1754, Main Street, 
or King’s Highway, Barnstable, Mas- 
sachusetts 
The Crocker Tavern is one of our 

properties to which nothing has been done 

for several years, while its endowment in- 
come has been increasing in anticipation of 
some major repairs presently necessary. 

Among these is the reshingling of the 

roof, which cannot safely be much 

longer postponed. The reconstruction of 
the central chimney is another require- 
ment, essential in order that the house 
should have its proper aspect. Nothing 
takes more quickly or thoroughly from the 
appearance of an old New England house 
than to remove the central chimney, re- 
placing it with two small ones of modern 
design. ‘That is what happened to the 

Crocker ‘Tavern before it came into our 

hands, a mistreatment to be repaired as 

soon as possible. Wartime priorities still 


interfere with such construction work. 


It is much to be regretted that the en- 
dowment at this house, while barely suf- 
ficient to look after the building, cannot 
possibly include the upkeep of the garden 
which has had to be completely aban- 
doned. As this was one of Mrs. Crocker’s 
favorite projects, the present tangle of 
weeds now greeting the eye is anything 
but pleasing. The custodians are Mr. 


and Mrs. A. W. Tonks. 


16. Short House, 1733, 33 High Road, 
Newbury, Massachusetts 


Our former custodians, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edmund C. Shepard, having moved into 
larger quarters, some renovation was done 
for their successors, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Otis Mudge. The house, always well 
worth visiting, now looks better than for 
several years past, but is in need of vari- 
ous pieces of early eighteenth-century 
furniture. As may well be imagined, in 
the case of a house having no endowment, 
we need a sum sufficient to allow us to do 
this lovely property justice. 


17. Rebecca Nurse House, 1678, 149 
Pine Street, Danvers, Massachusetts 
There has been no change at the 

Nurse house other than some structural 

repairs to the house and barn. Mr. and 

Mrs. George Gordon continue as our 

custodians, and Mr. Charles S. ‘Tapley, as 

a committee of one to look after the prop- 

erty. 


18. “Drummer” Samuel Stetson House, 
1694, Hanover Center, Massachusetts 
The present custodians are Mr. and 

Mrs. Ronald Conant, under whose care 

it is pleasing to report all of the exhibition 

rooms are now at their very best. Both 
house and barn are structurally sound and 
in good repair. The custodian’s quarters 
have always been inadequate, so that the 
present and recent custodians have found 
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it necessary to use as a living room the old 
kitchen, originally furnished for visitors 
to see and admire. While this is essential 
under present conditions, it is not for the 
permanent best interests of the house. Far 
better would it be to add at the back of the 
house a truly adequate custodian’s quar- 
ters so that the entire main part of the old 
house might be given up to display as ex- 
hibition rooms. This would, however, in- 
volve a capital expense now out of the 
question. The present endowment income 
is insufficient and might advantageously 
be increased, with much resulting benefit 
to the premises. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr., House, ca. 1651, 
14 High Road, Newbury, Massachu- 
setts 
There has been no change at this house, 

of which Mr. and Mrs. William H. Mac- 

Hugh continue to be custodians. The 

grounds are excellently maintained and 

the rooms are fairly well furnished, 
largely with material connected with the 

Coffin family. The structure of the house 

itself is decidedly in need of repairs which 

Al- 

though there is an endowment, it would 

be well if this could be increased. The 
proper display of the Coffin house would 
really involve showing it in its entirety, 
with custodian’s quarters in an added 
wing, a solution impossible at the moment. 
It is to be hoped that still more bequests 
will be forthcoming from Coffin descend- 
ants, the income to be applicable not only 
to the improvement of the house but, in 
the broadest possible way, also to the con- 
tents and their presentation for inspection. 


Colonel John Thacher House, 1680, 
Hallett Street, or King’s Highway, 
Yarmouthport, Massachusetts 


cannot be much longer postponed. 


continues to be 
A considerable pro- 


The custodian here 
Miss Ethel Bailey. 


gram of renovation has been attended to 
and, at the time of writing, much needed 
repairs are being made to the sills and 
floor joists supporting the ground floor of 
the front part of the house. When this is 
completed, it 1s proposed to continue the 
work of renovation in the rooms imme- 
diately above. Showcases to hold the 
George F. Bray collection of antiques 
have been sent to the house, and when 
these are finally installed we should have 
here a very interesting and much visited 
collection of material relating to Cape 
Cod whaling ventures and commerce of 
the past. 


Emerson-Howard House, ca. 1645, 
41 Turkey Shore Road, Ipswich, 
Massachusetts 
We have here as a new custodian 
Mrs. Sarah Goodale, who takes the place 
of Mr. Philip Thiel, Jr. The house is in 
good condition excepting at the end where 
have been placed the reproductions of old 
seventeenth-century window frames. Al- 
though these are not quite satisfactory and 
were to have been replaced with better, 
the cost forbids and the present sash are 
to be glazed and the plastered walls to be 
finished and closed in before another win- 
ter. This property being short of shed 
space, we sent here the lumber of a shed 
from the Hinckley house in Milton, be- 
queathed the Society with the intent that 
it be used in repair work on others of the 
Society's properties. It may be possible to 
reerect this shed before winter sets in, 
but that is uncertain. This estate being in- 
adequately endowed, descendants of 
‘Thomas Emerson are urged to remem- 
ber it with as generous a bequest as pos- 


sible. 


Peter Tufts House, 1678, 350 River- 
side Avenue, Medford, Massachusetts 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bicknell con- 
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tinue as custodians here, and have per- 
sonally assumed many expenses in con- 
nection with the upkeep of this estate. We 
are fortunate indeed to have the house in 
their care, for it is constantly improving, 
and at no cost to the Society. There is a 
small endowment, the gift of Mr. Bick- 
nell and to which he adds annually. 


23. Croade House, ca. 1700, Great Road, 

Saylesville, Rhode Island 

There is nothing new to report here. 
Essential repairs have been made as 
needed. Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins continues 
as resident custodian, not only of this 
house but of the adjoining Arnold house. 
She is available for visitors on Saturday 
afternoons. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca. 1840, 
Townsend Harbor, Massachusetts 
There is nothing new to report here, 

last year’s program of summer Saturday 

hand-craft instruction for children being 
continued by Miss Helen G. Crathern 


and Mrs. Laura QO. Parsons. 


25. Captain Jewett House, 1774, Sarah 
Orne Jewett Memorial, South Ber- 
wick, Maine 


( See following. ) 


26. Eastman Community House, 1851, 

South Berwick, Maine 

Mrs. Georgia A. Tapley, living in the 
Eastman house, continues as custodian of 
that property and of the adjoining Jewett 
house. ‘The community work carried on 
at the Eastman house is as it has been dur- 
ing the past few years. Visitors have again 
begun to come to the Jewett house. The 
exterior has been painted and put into 
perfect condition. Within the house a 
better hall clock stands on the staircase 
landing, and a few other improvements in 


furnishing have also taken place. Some 
pieces of fire apparatus have been placed 
for storage in the barn. The committee 
in charge of the Jewett and Eastman 
properties consists of Mrs. R. B. Rideout, 
Chairman, Mrs. Henry Vaughan, Mrs. 
William I. Cummings, Mrs. James K. 
Hamill, Mrs. Benjamin H. Neally, Mrs. 
C. R. Taylor, and Mr. W. S. Appleton. 
We are greatly indebted to Mrs. 
Vaughan for her continual assistance to 
the Jewett house. 


27. Captain Bennett House, 1810, 199 
Main Street, Fairhaven, Massachusetts 


Substantial repairs have been made 
here, particularly to the heating plant. At 
the same time all of the exterior has been 
repainted to that the house again begins 
to reflect credit on the Society. By next 
summer, it is hoped greatly to improve the 
appearance of the interior, particularly in 
respect to the exhibits. 


28. Squash House, ca. 1750, 61 Elm 
Street, Marblehead, Massachusetts 
This property continues to be let to 

Mr. H. D. Hodgkinson and is closed to 

members and the public. ‘There is a slight 

net to the credit of this house every year 

so that its financial set-up is steadily im- 

proving. 


29. Peabody Graveyard, East Street, 
Middleton, Massachusetts and 


30. Smith Graveyard, Mt. Vernon 
Street, Middleton, Massachusetts 


Mrs. George Francis Dow, to whose 
care, for a dozen years, we are greatly in- 
debted for the appearance of these two 
graveyards, decided last spring to retire. 
Mr. Charles $. Tapley having been in- 
vited to assume Mrs. Dow’s position as a 
Committee of one in charge, has gracious- 
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ly accepted the appointment. ‘These prop- 
erties under his care should continue in 
the fine condition to which Mrs. Dow’s 
care has brought them. 


31. Simon Colton House, 1734, 787 
Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts 


‘The Colton house continues to be let 
as a residence and so closed to the public 
and to our members. Although this makes 
it taxable, it is an excellent way gradually 
to build up an endowment for there 1s al- 
most always a credit balance at the end of 
the fiscal year. 


32. Winslow Crocker House, Eight- 
eenth Century, Hallett Street or 
King’s Highway, Yarmouthport, 
Massachusetts 
There is nothing new to report con- 

cerning this house, which Was open to in- 

spection by members and the public this 
summer; an appointment is desirable. 

Miss Mary Thacher continues as resident 

custodian. 


33- “Bleakhouse,” ca. 1796, Pine Street, 
corner of Wilton Road, Route tror, 
one mile east of Peterborough, New 
Hampshire 
We continue to receive fine reports of 

the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

S. Bingham who are administrating our 

“Bleakhouse” as a family-style home for 

paying guests, open the year round. Mem- 

bers visiting this part of New Hampshire 

are urged to inspect the house, which has a 

number of examples of restored stenciling. 


34. Spaulding-Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Lunenberg Road, Townsend Har- 
bor, Massachusetts 


What was said under number 24 ap- 


plies equally to the Spaulding Cooperag 
Shop. 


35- Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman 
House, ca. 1700, 228 Spring Street, 
Newport, Rhode Island 
As custodian the house has Miss Alice 

C. Banning. Although her health has 

been none too good, the duties of the 

office have been uncomplainingly and 
dutifully carried out to our perfect satis- 
faction. The Society has now reached the 
point where it hopes presently to furnish 
the panelled ground-floor room. While 
we are short of the necessary amount of 
furniture to do it justice, we have never- 
theless enough to make a beginning and 
hope during the year to find as much 
more as may be needed. Welcome gifts 
of paintings have been received from Mr. 


and Mrs. H. kK. Estabrook. 


36. Colonel Josiah Quincy House, 1770? 
20 Muirhead Street, Wollaston, Mas- 
sachusetts 


It is planned next summer to make this 
house again the centre of antiquarian 
work that it was before the war. Mean- 
while, since oi! heat is again available, we 
shall hope to have in this house the meet- 
ings of the Abigail Phillips Quincy Chap- 
Bite Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion. While some excellent loans have un- 
from this 
house, we were luckily able to replace 


fortunately been removed 
them with examples of almost equa! 
merit. As in the past, the absolutely in- 
dispensable friend of this house continues 
to he Miss Alice Bache Gould. To Mir. 
Arthur R. Wendell we are also indebted 
for his willingness to help whenever 


needed. Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Hamels 


continue as custodians. 


37- Thomas Woodbridge House, 1810, 
48 Bridge Street, Salem, Massachu- 


setts 


























Report of the Corresponding Secretary 45 





‘There IS nothing new to report here. 
The first floor is occupied by dealers in 
antiques, thereby making the building 
open free to visitors. The second and third 
floors are used for storage by the Society. 


38. Nehemiah Royce House, 1672, 538 
North Maine Street, Wallingford, 
Connecticut 
In spite of serious handicaps, our cus- 

todian, Miss Helen E. Royce, who is also 
the donor, continues to administer with 
satisfaction a property becoming continu- 
ally more interesting and beautiful. The 
endowment is too small and if that could 
only be made sufficiently large to assure 
the proper maintenance of the house and 
contents, we could take steps gradually to 
make of this one of the most visited prop- 
erties in Connecticut. 


39. Alexander House, Linden Hall, 
1811, 284 State Street, Springfield, 
Massachusetts 
We have here in the ell as new custo- 

dians, Mr. and Mrs. Homer A. Yates. 
The front part of the building on the 
ground floor is now occupied by the 
Hampden County Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion. Financially this is a much improved 
set-up for the Society. Should it continue 
long enough, we would acquire an en- 
dowment sufficient properly to admin- 
ister this fine old house. 


40. Indian Hill, West Newbury, Massa- 

chusetts 

This property continues to present a 
serious problem. ‘The estate consists of 
about 150 acres, the oreater part let asa 
farm, the taxes slightly exceeding the 
rental. “The balance, a few acres, on 
which stand the mansion house, barns and 
custodian’s residence, is almost all in one 
connected block, and tax exempt. These 
have become increasingly in need of re- 


pairs, on which a start was made in the 
shingling of the worst portion of the barn 
roof. As many more shingles, left for ap- 
plication by our tenant, remain under 
cover unused. ‘The mansion house itself 
was fairly well cleaned by Mrs. Marcus 
Osborn and assistants and received a 
small number of visitors toward the end 
of the season. 

‘The Indian collection was found to be 
of great interest, but in a condition some- 
what endangering its preservation. The 
Peabody Museum in Salem very kindly 
offered to gO over all of it that needed at- 
tention, in order to prepare it for more 
careful display. ‘his assistance in preser- 
vation has been rendered gratuitously, for 
which we are most grateful. The collec- 
tion should be back at Indian Hill next 
summer. 

The room containing the panelling 
from the old Province house, now painted 
a light shade of green, 1s at the request of 
the donors, again to be painted white. ‘The 
Indian Hill roofs are badly in need of re- 
pairs but fortunately do not as yet leak. 
Minor repairs only were put through last 
year, but more extensive repairs cannot 
much longer be postponed. 


41. Lee-Whipple House, 1737, Harbor 
Street, Manchester, Massachusetts 
‘This house is closed to members and 

to the public, and accordingly taxable by 
the town of Manchester. It is in excellent 
condition, owing to the care which has 
been given it by Mr. Coughlin of the 
office of Meredith and Grew, and by the 
occupants, Mr. and Mrs. Sargent Brad- 
lee, who keep it beautifully and appro- 
priately furnished. They are glad to show 
it to members by appointment, but not 
otherwise. 


42. Jacobs House, 1726, Assinippi, Nor- 
well, Massachusetts 
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The Jacobs property continues to be 
one of our most attractive, although war- 
time restrictions continue to make the re- 
finishing and furnishing of the exhibition 
rooms impossible at present. In the barn 
and stable have been brought together in- 
teresting exhibits, largely of old horse- 
drawn fire apparatus, together with a few 
vehicles. It is proposed presently that all 
of this shall be open to public inspection, 
as well as museum rooms in the mansion 
itself. When that time comes, the inter- 
est of the exhibits, combined with the at- 
tractiveness of the house, and the charm 
of location in full view of the flooded 
meadow, now for many years a lake, 
makes certain that this property will be 
one of the most visited and best appre- 
ciated. It is pleasant to report that the 
prospect of codperation with the Norwell 
Historical Society is excellent. 

By the will of Miss Mary H. Hinckley, 
the Society received in 1944 the right to 
take from her home, the Thomas H. 
Hinckley house in Milton, all the ma- 
terial it desired for use in repairs and res- 
toration work on any of its other prop- 
erties. A substantial part of the Hinckley 
house was accordingly taken to Assinippi 
for reérection in altered form on the 
Jacobs’ farm property, where its shell is 
now used for storage of small pieces of fire 
apparatus. Although this building is fully 
roofed, the walls are still to be clapboard- 
ed and a suitable cellar provided as the 
building now rests on concrete pillars. 
The cost of all construction work being 
now, however, too high, further progress 
is for the moment at a standstill. 


43- Rocky Hill Meeting House, 1785, 
Amesbury, Massachusetts 
This Meeting House, the only one 
owned by the Society, ranks as one of the 
very best of the older type still standing 


in New England. Its physical condition 
remains excellent and no repairs of im- 
portance were called for during the year. 
The management of the five services for 
the season of 1945 remained in the hands 
of Rev. Elwyn J. Prescott, as has been the 
case ever since this Society was given the 
Meeting House. 

Services were most acceptably con- 
ducted by Rev. David D. Vaughan, Rev. 
Albert C. Dieffenbach, Prof. Phillip C. 
Wilson, Rev. R. A. Nunn, and Rey. 
Charles R. -Small. The accounts were 
kept by Miss Catherine G. Little of 
Hampton, New Hampshire, showing 
costs of $190.00 and collections of 
$75.84, giving a net loss of $114.16. 

In November, 1945, occurred the 
much lamented death of Mr. Prescott, a 
very real loss to the Society. His interest 
in the old Meeting House was never 
ceasing, and to the conduct of the serv- 
ices in it he gave much thought and 
great care. He selected the visiting clergy 
and on occasion would conduct a service 
himself. Great as is the Society’s loss, that 
of Mrs. Prescott is incomparably greater, 
and to her we offer the Society’s sincer- 
est sympathy. An account of the services 
for 1946 will be given in the next Annual 


Report. 


44- “Beauport,” Eastern Point Boule- 
vard, Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
‘““Beauport” continues to draw more 

visitors than any of the Society’s other 

properties. Although it is one of our 
voungest houses, its contents are decided- 
ly antiquities of outstanding quality and 
interest, and displayed in a manner no- 
where surpassed in attractive charm. The 
location of the house on the rocky shore 
of Eastern Point, commanding a superb 
view of Gloucester harbor makes a situa- 
tion second to none. It would be strange 
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indeed had we not many visitors here, 
even at the charge of one dollar for non- 
members. Extensive repairs were car- 
ried on during the year, the entire exterior 
and some of the interior being painted and 
repairs made on some of the architectural 
features in danger of decay. 


45. Lady Pepperrell House, ca. 1760, 

Kittery Point, Maine 

At this house we have suffered the 
ereatest tragedy in the thirty-six years of 
this Society’s existence. It was in the early 
morning of December 28, 1945, that the 
house caught fire from some unascer- 
tained cause, apparently originating 1n or 
near a closet at about the middle of the 
house on the first floor. In its progress the 
fire burned the staircase and spread out 
on the second floor and most of all in the 
garret, which was wholly destroyed, the 
flames finally emerging through the roof. 
Only the splendid work of the Kittery 
Fire Department saved the house at all 
and it was through the codperation of 
many citizens of Kittery, largely under 
the direction of Dr. ‘Taylor and Mr. Mar- 
tin Frost, that almost all of the contents 
were saved although damaged by smoke 
and water. Our own caretaker, Mr. 
Oscar ‘IT. Clark, gave invaluable assis- 
tance at all times even at the imminent 
risk of his health, since he was ill at the 
time. Ihe writer came immediately from 
Boston to view the damage, and rather 
expecting to find the house burned to the 
ground, was greatly relieved to see it still 
standing although with a gaping hole in 
the roof. Much repair work has been ac- 
complished since this terrible catastrophe, 
but much still remains to be done. The 
fire insurance on the house for $20,000 
has been paid in full, but that for $5,000 
on the furniture and contents has not yet 
been adjusted, 


46. Bradbury-Spalding House, 1788- 
1791, 28 Green Street, Newburyport, 
Massachusetts 
There has been a change of custodians 

here, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Spalding 
being replaced by Mr. and Mrs.: Allen 
Dodge. ‘The condition of the house re=- 
mains practically the same but slightly 
more in need of repainting, and the shed 
roofs need attention. The house is one of 
our best but its income Is quite inadequate, 
for the repainting will absorb at least 
three years’ income, during which time 
no roof work will be possible, and by the 
time the roof work iS done there will be 
other repairs needed, with no opportunity 
to make a beginning of building up an 
endowment fund. The house, however, 
is one of our best, as will presently be evi- 
dent to all comers. 


48. The Marrett Memorial, 1789, Stand- 

ish, Maine 

There have been no changes whatso- 
ever at the Marrett house other than 
slight improvements in lighting and heat- 
ing. [he house continues to be occupied 
by Miss Lilley and Mrs. Cobb, and is gen- 
erally open to visitors by appointment. 
‘The Society IS greatly indebted to Mr. 
Hisrold N. Hanold, of Standish, who is a 
member of the Governor’s Council for 
the State of Maine, as well as the execu- 
tor of Miss Marrett’s will, for his con- 
tinued and extremely helpful codperation 
in the administration of this estate. “The 
property is in perfect condition, and would 
seem to be amply endowed. A slight dif- 
ference between the executor and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts con- 
cerning estate taxes has been amicably 


settled, and the Society has received the 
specific bequests left it in the will, 
$30,000 endowment for the estate as a 
whole, and $10,000 for the garden. Fur- 
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thermore, the Society is eventually to re- 
ceive the residuary estate as additional 
endowment. 


49. Robert Hooper House—Rev. Rob- 
bert Parker Memorial, before 1776, 
181 Washington Street, Marblehead, 
Massachusetts 
This property is now let to Mr. and 

Mrs. Chester Stoddard as a residence. It 
is administered for the Society through 
the Marblehead office of Benjamin C. 
‘Tower. There was considerable trouble 
with the drainage system, which has now 
been connected with the town sewer. [The 
house is closed to members and the public, 
and so pays taxes to the Town of Marble- 
head. 


Physical Condition of All Properties 
The paragraph under this subject last 
vear applies word for word this year. The 
shortage of materials, labor scarcity, and 
high prices generally have interfered 
greatly with the improvement of our 
properties. While some of them are in per- 
fect condition others are far from being 


So aS vet, 


Administration 

The administration of the Society’s 
properties is by no means easy, although 
improved through the employment of 
Mr. Frank Chouteau Brown, an archi- 
tect of wide experience in Colonial and 
early American building. ‘To his knowl- 
edge acquired in the normal course of 
training for his profession, he has added 
a vast fund of information and experi- 
ence, obtained as head of the H. A. B. S. 
(Historic American Buildings Survey ) 
for New England, New York and Penn- 
sylvania. 
Admissions 


Admissions are now charged at three 
of the Society’s properties, namely, the 


Otis House in Boston, “‘Beauport”’ in 
Gloucester, and the Jackson house in 
Portsmouth. This is solely on account of 
complications presented through the Fed- 
eral tax on admissions. 


House Endowments 

While it is true that no house in the 
Society’s possession is over-endowed, it is 
equally true that several are endowed to 
the point where their upkeep is much sim- 
plified. However, even in their cases 
more endowment would be welcome, 
whereas in the case of several others much 
more endowment is urgently needed, as 
a perusal of this report will show. 


Frost Graveyard, New Castle, New 

Hampshire 

‘The income of the fund for the up- 
keep of this graveyard continues to be 
spent by Mr. Paul Frost as a committee 
of one. The property is in fine condition 
and a credit to the family and to this So- 
ciety . Title is believed to rest in the town 
which 1S, of course, glad to have the So- 
ciety help in its upkeep. 


Friend’s Tower Hill Graveyard, Peace 
Dale, South Kingston, Rhode Island 
The care of this graveyard is in the 

hands of the Society’s President, Mr. 

Arthur B. Lisle, who has very kindly as- 

sumed the responsibility of seeing that th 

grass is cut and that the grounds are kept 
in presentable condition. The Society has 
on occasion been asked for a list of the in- 
terments at Tower Hill, but apparently 
no one is able to answer that question. 

The Society does not own this graveyard 

but spends on its upkeep the income of a 

fund of $3,500 given it by the late Miss 

Caroline Hazard. 

Graveyards in General 
This year for the first time, two pro- 

spective members expressed a willingness 
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to join were we but able to do for the 
New England graveyards as a whole 
what we do for the two we own and the 
two we maintain. Merely to give to all 
persons in charge of graveyards through- 
out New England technical advice on 
procedure would require an endowment 
sufficient to finance the full time employ- 
ment of an adviser, with a secretary. 
Every city, town and hamlet has such, not 
to mention the family burial lots found on 
so many farms. Even if our interest were 
confined to the older graveyards alone 
this would be a tremendous undertaking 
in itself, requiring an endowment of per- 
haps one hundred and hifty thousand 
dollars as a minimum. That this would 
be a worthwhile benefaction goes without 
saying, for the unkempt condition of 
countless New England burial grounds is 
a reflection on our respect for the memory 
of our ancestors. Such an endowment 
would at least enable us to give advice, 
and might result in the receipt of small 
endowments to enable us also to assume 
charge of additional graveyards, 


Unrestricted Real Estate Endowment 
The Society’s great need is for unre- 
stricted endowment; or a fund with in- 
come restricted to the purchase of old 
structures throughout New England, or 
ina specified state or section of a State, 
would also be most helpful. The income 
from such an endowment could, for in- 
stance, be used for the acquisition of prop- 
erties of architectural merit short of the 
best, and lacking historical interest, but 
which are,. nevertheless, buildings of the 
type composing the old-fashioned New 
England village picture. Every member 
must know many such structures. Their 
acquisition would have the great merit 
of giving the Society properties not needed 
for use as museum period houses, but to 
be let for the greatest possible financial 


return, subject always to the preservation 
of the integrity of the old structures. Even 
if the net return on such buildings should 


not exceed an average of one or two hun- 
dred dollars a year, the possession of a 


considerable number would be of great 
financial benefit to the Society, while at 
the same time helping to preserve the pic- 
ture of old New England,—what the 
German conservationists refer to as the 
““stadtbild.” 


Station Wagon 

A few years ago the Society bought a 
second-hand Ford station wagon, hoping 
thus to save on costs of transportation. 
This purchase has justified itself abun- 
dantly, but the car is now old and has 
greatly depreciated in value. It may be 
worth repairing since the engine is in 
good running order, but the purchase of a 
new car cannot long be delayed. ‘The old 
car has proved invaluable in helping visit 
our widespread properties and in trans- 
porting lighter pieces of furniture, but 
owing to the cost the Board hesitates to 
authorize either the repairs or the pur- 
chase of a new car, meanwhile hoping 
that some member may wish to give the 
Society a good second-hand - station 
wagon. 


Office Force 

‘The present ofhce force has, during the 
past year, been found sufficient to spare us 
the need for the employment of part-time 
expensive stenographers. In addition to 
Miss Addison we have Miss Clio N. 
Crandall, whose specific task is to care 
for the membership files, and to welcome 
visitors. She shows much ability in inter- 
esting people to join the Society. Mrs. 
Chester Taylor has charge of the con- 
tacts with the Society’s outside employees 
and custodians, a task requiring the ut- 
most diplomacy and _ understanding. 
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Particularly is this the case when cus- 
todians leave and new ones are to be se- 
lected. While mistakes have been made, 
the successes have been far more numer- 
ous; and the Society’s properties are, as 
a whole, well looked after, and visitors 
gladly welcomed. On the very few oc- 
casions when complaints have reached us, 
it has generally been found on investiga- 
tion that apparent neglect was occasioned 
by causes not to be foreseen. For instance, 
in one case an automobile accident, and 
in another a death in the family, were the 
reasons why houses could not be visited 
on schedule. All of these details of ad- 
ministration fall on the shoulders of Mrs. 
Taylor, who handles them diplomatic- 
ally. 


Miss E. Florence Addison 

The past year witnessed the conclu- 
sion of the twenty-fifth consecutive year 
of Miss Addison’s employment by the 
Society. This event was noted by appro- 
priate remarks at the Society’s Annual 
Meeting in June 1946, when Miss Addi- 
son was presented with a modest purse 
from the Trustees and some of the mem- 
bers who knew her best, as a token of 
their appreciation of herself and her loyal 
services to the Society over the greater 
part of her life. Miss Addison’s services 
are of the utmost value and it would be 
difficult indeed to carry on without her. 
The memory of the senior employee in 
every office is constantly drawn on for in- 
formation essential to the proper admin- 
istration of an organization. Such a posi- 
tion is Miss Addison’s and that her ac- 
cumulated experience should continue to 
be available is a good fortune for which 
we must all be truly grateful. In wishing 
Miss Addison a happy and _ prosperous 
future, your Corresponding Secretary 
feels that he but echoes the wishes of all 
the members of the Society. 


Magazine 

The magazine continues in the hands 
of Mr. Frank Chouteau Brown as edi- 
tor. We have had many compliments con- 
cerning its contents which are always in- 
teresting owing to the great pains Mr. 
Brown takes to vary the subjects while 
maintaining the high quality of the arti- 
cles, as well as the accuracy of statements 
made. ‘There are many who fail to ap- 
preciate the difficulties involved in the 
publication of our magazine, even as in- 
frequently as four times a year. Never- 
theless, there is required for this a large 
knowledge of the whole field of New 
England antiquities, together with pa- 
tience in running down facts and check- 
ing up endless details. It would be greatly 
to the Society’s advantage should the 
magazine be issued six times a year. How- 
ever, before considering this, it would be 
well that our magazine again reach the 
point of appearing reasonably close to the 
dates on its cover. Whereas it had been 
hoped to achieve this result during the 
past year, it has, partly as a result of short- 
ages, priorities and labor difficulties, so 
far proved to be impossible. 

In addition to his duties as editor, Mr. 
Brown gives much time to the care of 
the physical aspect of the Society’s real 
estate. Additional time is also consumed 
in the invaluable work of making meas- 
ured drawings of ancient buildings. Only 
a part of this outside work is done on the 
Society’s time, the greater part being a 
voluntary continuation, without recom- 
pense, of the work of the former H. A. 
B. S. for the Federal Government. ‘This 
is, of course, highly appreciated by those 
officials in the Interior Department con- 
nected with the National Park Service in 
Chicago, which has charge of all the na- 
tional historic sites and monuments. It 1s 
much to the Society’s benefit that this 
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work, so closely allied to our own, should 
be somewhat integrated with ours, Mr. 
Brown being the liason officer through 
whom this desirable contact is main- 
tained. 


Library 

Although in theory our library should 
be highly specialized with books along the 
lines of the Society’s work, in practice we 
have received but few of them. Many are 
costly, and having no library funds on 
which to draw for their purchase we must 
wait until in the course of time they come 
to us as gifts or bequests. 

The library suffers also for lack of 
space and lack of help. But little catalogu- 
ing has been done since the departure 
of Miss Lawson, and later of Miss Morri- 
son, resulting in backward conditions 
which will grow worse until this work is 
resumed, 

Of smaller library material such as 
photographs, postal cards, clippings, etc., 
we have an enormous accumulation, very 
little of which has been filed since the 
cabinets became full. Accordingly, during 
the last year, as for many years before, we 
have had to send into storage many boxes 
containing material of this kind. It has 
been put away, sorted by states or by sub- 
jects. For instance, in addition to each 
of the six New England states, there 1s 
a classification of material relating to New 
England as a whole, to the United States 
outside of New England; to foreign 
countries; to shipping and marine; to per- 
sons; to subjects; and to artists. With the 
help of these subdivisions it will be com- 
paratively simple in the future to continue 
the work of filing as soon as space is avail- 
able and files are again procurable, not 
to mention personne] to attend to them. 

It is unfortunate that the Library 
should be without funds, for every year 
there appear volumes or sets we should 


certainly acquire. For instance, there is 
constant need of reference to the Dic- 
tionary of American Biography, the 
eleven volume set of which is listed at 
$1 15; limited to one thousand sets. 


New England Museum 


The routine museum work has been 
somewhat neglected this year owing to 
many handicaps of space and personnel. 
Our small force easily finds full-time em- 
ployment without any museum work to 
occupy a part of its time, and conditions 
are as a result becoming difficult, making 
it essential that a solution be soon found. 
It is hoped that the employment of part- 
time help will solve our difficulties along 
lines now under consideration. 


New England Museum Building and 

Endowment 

Our imperative museum need is for 
larger quarters, trained staff and abso- 
lutely essential endowment. Our Society 
has already become one of the outstand- 
ing regional museums and the only one 
covering the whole of its particular terri- 
tory. It is a field containing material sec- 
ond to none in the country and equalling 
what may be anywhere found in a similar 
area with an equally large population. 
What we need is a fine large museum 
building, in which could be displayed the 
better part of all of our collections and 
where could be accommodated the ac- 
cessions which the future will certainly 
bring us in ever increasing quantities. Such 
a museum would require a large and com- 
petent staff and a substantial endowment. 
Given the building, the staff and the en- 
dowment, the collections would auto- 
matically grow, making ours one of the 
outstanding regional antiquarian muse- 
ums. The great question is, where 1s this 
museum building to come from, and who 
will endow it. 
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Since there are, we are told, persons 
who believe that our museum would ac- 
cept almost anything, it may be well to 
state here what are the criteria applied to 
gifts. [hey are those which we have used 
for many years past, requiring that an 
object to be accepted should be good of 
its kind, good for its period of time, and 
good for the place in or for which made, 
For example, the beautiful types of fur- 
niture which we would expect to find in 
the home of a Salem, Providence or Ports- 
mouth merchant, would certainly be out 
of place in a farmhouse in the back coun- 
try where we might be offered the oldest 
house in the settlement, and were, in fact, 
at one time offered a somewhat better 
type of log cabin, declined for lack of en- 
dowment. Furniture suitable for the log 
cabin would certainly not have been re- 
fused because wholly inadequate for the 
town house of a merchant prince. Hence, 
the requirement that an object be good of 
its kind, time and place. This yardstick 
has been found of the utmost use in form- 
ing our collections of all kinds, applying 
equally to a painting, a piece of sculpture, 
or an article of furniture on one hand, or 
to carriages, sleighs, automobiles, farm 
wagons, lamps, dresses, china, glass, or 
any other kind of museum material. For 
instance, we have in our collection some 
very 
costume which could have been worn in 


fine dresses and articles of men’s 


the finest houses of America or Europe. 
Besides these we have also quite properly 
accepted articles of costume made to be 
used in country villages, and quite un- 
suited to the fine houses of the cities. 
One department of our museum’s col- 
lection is probably known to but few of 
the members, but the Society has the be- 
ginning of a really good collection of 


works of art, owning paintings by Wash- 
ington Allston, ‘Thomas Badger, J. Ap- 
pleton Brown, Frederick S$. Church, Fox- 
croft Cole, M. Corné, Samuel L. Gerry, 
Abbott Graves, John Greenwood, 
Thomas H. Hinckley, Hudson, William 
Morris Hunt, Dodge MacKnight, Wal- 
do Pierce, Maurice Prendergast, Thom- 
as Robinson, Robert Salmon, Edward 
Savage, John Smibert, Elihu Vedder, 
Benjamin West, and many others, as well 
as sculpture by William Waldo Story, 
John Rogers, Horatio Greenough, and 
others. Neither the paintings nor the 
sculpture are suitable for display in any of 
the houses we own, all of which are of too 
early a date. What is required is a large 
museum gallery, which may well develop 
into the first of a series of exhibition halls 
to be given up to paintings and sculpture, 
in order to house collections now modest 
but which are destined, we may well hope, 
to grow as fast, and to become as large, as 
our collections of other antiquarian ma- 
terial. Perhaps the fact that museums of 
art collect paintings and sculpture has led 
individuals to believe that an antiquarian 
society does not collect them. Howev - 
in our case at least, nothing could be 
further from the truth, for not only have 
we the beginnings of such a collection, 
but we have also frequently recurring op- 
Per- 


haps the great difference between art mu- 


portunities greatly to enlarge it. 


seums and antiquarian museums Is that 
the former collect only the most beauti- 
ful objects suitable to their collections, 
whereas the latter accept not only the 
most beautiful, but such others as might 
help to show the steps in the evolution of 
the taste of different periods, provided at 
least in our case, that the criteria, above 
mentioned, be met. 

















BEQUESTS 


M* persons prefer to endow educational, fraternal, his- 

torical, religious, and charitable organizations by trusts, 
under their wills rather than by outright gifts. This method is 
designed to provide dependable income without the responsi- 
bilities and details involved in the management of investments. 


“Will Making—the Chart of an Estate’’ 


Sent on request 


State Street Crust Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAIN OFFICE 
Corner State and Congress Streets 
Union Trust Office: 24 Federal Street 
Copley Square Office: 581 Boylston Street 
Massachusetts Avenue Office: Cor. Massachusetts Ave. and Boylston St. 
MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 











The Barrison Gray Otis Bouse 
141 Cambridge Street 
Bosron, Mass. 
& 


The New England Museum of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 
are both open to Members 
and to the public, on week-days from g.00 


\. M. to 4.45 P.M. except on Saturdays, 


when the closing hour ts 12.45 P.M. 


Closed on all Sundays & Holidays 


Fee to Non-members, 25 cents 


WE BUY & SELL 
RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and Paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. § American 
Maps. 4 Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. § American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. § Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
4 First Editions of American and English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 








COOLEY ’S Inc. 


Established 1860 
REPAIRING - RESTORING 
REPRODUCTIONS 
CHINA - GLASS - SILVER 


GIFTS 


34 Newbury Street 


KEN. 3827 Boston 

















OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 





FAMILY PORTRAITS 
Restored—Cleaned—Framed 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


Please Notice Change of Address—we are now at 


169 Newbury Street 


Boston 16, Mass. 


Our telephone remains the same, COMmonwealth 1108 
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Wanted! 
15 Copies of 
Old-Time New Cnagland 
for January, 1924 


Serial No. 35 


Fifty cents apiece will be paid 
lor complete copies of 
the above issue, 
if in good condition. 


Mail in to the 
Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 
141 Cambridge Street, 
Boston 14, Mass. 
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New England Mahogany 


Early cabinetmakers possessed the rare ability of producing arti- 
cles of both lasting beauty and sturdy usefulness. Pictured here 
is one of a pair of light mahogany shield back chairs, fan inlay 
from Salem. Circa 1790. Seats covered in aquamarine and cream 
striped brocade. 







Offered subject to prior sale, 


Price upon request, 


Shreve 


CRUMP & LOW COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1800 


/ ‘ ; ahi Cs. ‘ 
Antiquarian, he @elers, G, ld and e Ghent milhy 
Cc 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET, BOSTON 16 








The Aims of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 





The Society was organized in 1910 for the purpose of preserving for future 
generations the rapidly disappearing architectural monuments of New England 
and the smaller antiquities connected with its people. 

In pursuit of this objective it has acquired and maintains thirty-nine old 
houses, a grist mill and cooperage shop, a McIntire-designed barn, a picturesque 
old fish shed, two graveyards, and a meeting-house. In addition it administers a 
family graveyard through ownership of an endowment fund. 

The smaller antiquities in scores of thousands are brought together in its Mu- 
seum of New England Antiquities, and placed on exhibition in its series of 
period museum houses. 

The Library specializes on museum and preservation work, and houses its 
collection of pictorial material, photographs, stereographs, picture postal cards, 
clippings, etc. 

The Museum and Library are at its headquarters, connected with the Harri- 
son Gray Otis House, built in 1795, at 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 

Its endowment funds and real estate represents investments of $818,146.65. 

It publishes Otp-TimE New ENGLAND, a quarterly illustrated magazine 
devoted to the ancient buildings, household furnishings, domestic arts, man- 
ners and customs and minor antiquities of the New England people. Subscrip- 
tion to this magazine ts included in the annual membership fee. 

Membership: Life ($100); Active ($6); Associate ($3) may not vote nor 
hold office. 

Checks should be made payable to CARLETON R. RICHMOND, Treasurer, 
141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 











BEQUEST FORM 


I Give, Devise and Bequeath to 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 
A CORPORATION DULY INCORPORATED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


AND LOCATED IN BosTON, IN SAID COMMONWEALTH, 


Notre — Bequests may be made in real estate, money, or any objects re- 


lating to New England having historical, antiquarian, or artistic interest. 














